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The philosophy of religion mediates between the two
extremes and harmonises their differences from a higher
point of view.

Mechanism employs the concept of atoms and explains
the laws of nature with mathematical accuracy in the light
of logical methods. Naturalism thus reigns supreme in the
physical order revealed to us in sense-perception, regards
the cosmos as a collocation of physico-chemical changes.
Suns and stars move endlessly in a soulless way. The soul
is a by-product of matter and phosphorescence. Beliefs
arise from the dance of atoms in the brain, freedom is only
a fiction and spiritual life is a secretion of the diseased brain.
But mechanism is only a device of thought and it does not
exhaust experience.  The religious feeling is outraged and it
ousts materialism altogether. Where naturalism ends, super-
naturalism begins. Supernaturalism distrusts sense-perception
and appeals to myths and miracles. It is the faith in the
pantheon of spirits which are benevolent as well as
hostile to human interests. By a suitable system of
sacrifices and prayers, the votary propitiates the deities and is
rewarded with property, progeny and power. But polytheism
does not satisfy the logical demand for unity and the moral
demand for inner purity.   The belief in miracles is not
warranted by experience. Besides, the value of miracles is more
important than their existence and the belief creates caprice
in the Divine nature. The propensity in man to deify desires
and their objects creates the polytheistic heaven and its
pleasures are perishing and painful. That heaven, itself is
soiled by unruly passions and perpetual warfare.

Biology explains Reality in terms of teleology and
substitutes the living organism made of cells for the mere
mechanical aggregate. Protoplasm and the prana originate